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when they are heiresses, have the authority. Thus the power
is not according to merit, but according to wealth and in-
fluence, as in oligarchies. Thirdly, The community of brothers
is like a timocracy ; for they are equal, except as far as they
differ in age. Wherefore if there is a great disparity in their
ages, the friendship is no longer that of brothers. A demo-
cracy takes place mostly in families, where there is no
master, for then all are equal; and wherever the ruler is
weak, and each has his own power.

CHAP. XL
In each form of government there is a peculiar fri

1.  IN each of these forms of government there seems to
be a friendship, to the same extent that there is justice.   That
between a king and his subjects consists in conferring supe-
rior benefits $ for he does good to his subjects, if he is good
and takes care of them> that they may be happy, like a shep-
herd takes care of his sheep; whence also Homer calls Aga-
memnon " the shepherd of his people.1'  Such also is paternal
friendship:  but it exceeds the former in the magnitude of
its benefits; for the father is the cause of the son's existence,
which is thought to be the greatest thing, and of food and
of education.   The same also may be said of ancestors; for
a father is by nature the ruler of his sons, and ancestors of
their descendants, and a king of his subjects.   But these
friendships consist in one party being superior \ whence also
parents receive honour:   therefore also justice is not the
same between the two parties, bxtt according to proportion 3
for thus also must the friendship be.

2.  Between man and wife there is the same friendship as
in an aristocracy : for the greater good is given according to
merit and to the better person, and to each that which is
suitable*   Justice between them is also in the same way.

8. The friendship of brothers *s like the friendship of com*